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AONB?

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Primary purpose = conserve and enhance natural beauty

Account should be taken of the needs of:

» Agriculture

* Forestry

* Rural industries

* Needs of local communities

Promoting sustainable forms of social and economic development
that conserve and enhance the environment.

Recreation is not an objective of designation, but the demand for
recreation should be met so far as this is consistent with the
conservation of natural beauty and the needs of agriculture, forestry
and other uses.




What have
AONBSs ever
done for us?
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Mendip Hills AONB: What is statutory?

* Mendip Hills AONB Management Plan 2019-24

* And that’s it!



National Planning Policy Framework

« Paragraph 109 ‘protecting and enhancing valued
landscapes ...’

« Paragraph 115 ‘great weight should be given to
conserving landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks,
the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which
have the highest status of protection in relation to landscape
and scenic beauty’

« Paragraph 116 ‘Planning permission should be refused
for major developments in these designated areas except in
exceptional circumstances and where it can be
demonstrated they are in the public interest ...’



Special Qualities

12 ‘elements’ that combined define the

Mendip Hills AONB

Evidence of humans dating
back 500,000 years

Distinctive limestone ridge
Diverse and visible geology
Drystone walls

The limestone aquifer
Ancient woodland combes

A landscape enjoyed by many,
famous for adventure and nature

Sparsely populated plateau
Caves and the karst landscape
The Chew Valley

Steep, south-facing slopes of
limestone grasslands

Views in and out
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169 Scheduled Monuments in 2006,

172 now.

Only 3% AT RISK



Geological Features Recovering 6%
33 designated Unfavourable, no change 8%

Favourable 86%




Limestone ridge; views Iin are as important as views out



5500 houses allocated
adjacent to the AONB
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2017 £m||[|on In farm,payments
365Ha 2009 = 2118Ha 2017
under Higher Level
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England’s Light Pollution and Dark Skies

Campalgn to Protect
Rural England

OpenStreetMap v Legend

Search tools

Detailed maps and statistics
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Mendip Hills AONB
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NATIONAL
PICTURE

* More than half of UK species in decline

* Fragmentation of habitats

* More planning applications for housing within AONBs as well as in
the setting (5500 allocated around the Mendip Hills)

* Funding is going down (less local authority specialists)
« Farm payment system will change

« BALANCING AWARENESS WITH VISITOR PRESSURE



ALL THE
SMALL THINGS

Development pressure is relatively
small in the AONB but INCREMENTAL
change erodes the quality

Drystone walls collapse gradually,
INCREMENTAL change

Open areas scrub up gradually,
INCREMENTAL change

Visitor pressure increases slowly,
INCREMENTAL change




Glover Review
of Designated
Landscapes:
National Parks
and AONBs



Glover Review of
Designated Landscapes:
National Parks and AONBs

‘Our system of landscape
protection has been
hampered by having little
Influence over the things
which have done most
harm to nature.’

4 Landscapes R wW

Farm subsidies,
development, pollution,
climate change



Glover Review of
Designhated Landscapes:
National Parks and AONBS

A new purpose; Recover, conserve and
enhance natural beauty, biodiversity
and natural capital, and cultural
heritage.

« Statutory consultee status

* A new financial model strengthened
with new purposes, powers and
resources, renamed as National
Landscapes

« Nature Recovery Networks



NOT ALL DOOM
AND GLOOM

8 STEPS TO
HELP T
MENDIF
AONB




TRANQUILITY &
DARK SKIES

Cap your outside lights

REGULAR | DARK SKY
OOR OUTDOOR




SCHEDULED
MONUMENTS

Learn where your local
ones are and keep an eye
on them

Administrative Geographies

Countryside Stewardship Targeting
& Scoring Layers

Designations h h ~ N
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Statutory : a = ~ ]
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Historic Statutory / T— \ \ 1~ “Farm

Historic Non-statutory

Non-statutory

Marine Designations Eathwork
Habitats and Species

Land Based Schemes

Landscape

Aerial Photography
Background Mapping
0S Colour Mapping

05 Black and White Mapping
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GEOLOGICAL
FEATURES

Keep the ivy and
cotoneaster off




CHEW VALLEY
FARMED
LANDSCAPE

Keep the soil in the fields




WOODED
COMBES

Plant oaks and beech on
the northern slopes




GRASSLANDS &
SOUTH FACING
SLOPES

Create nesting sites;
birds, bats and bugs



DRYSTONE
WALLS

Put a stone back




VISITORS &
VIEWS
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THANKS
Any questions?

Jim Hardcastle
Mendip Hills AONB Manager

01761 462338
jim@mendiphillsaonb.org.uk



